WOOL INDUSTRY EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL, MUMBAI

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

What is Wool Industry Export Promotion Council (WOOLTEXPRO)?

The Wool Industry Export Promotion Council  (WOOLTEXPRO) sponsored by the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India was set up by the Ministry of Commerce on 14th May, 2003.  WOOLTEXPRO is registered  under the Society’s Registration Act, 1860 (of Maharashtra). 

Where is WOOLTEXPRO headquartered?
WOOLTEXPRO has it's headquarter at Churchgate Chambers, 7th Floor, 5, New Marine Lines, MUMBAI – 400 020, Tel.No.022-22624372, Fax No.022-22624675, E-mail: mail@wooltexpro.com; website: www.wooltexpro.com

Who are the key contact persons in WOOLTEXPRO?

	Area of Concern / Department
	Name of the person
	Designation
	Phone
	Email

	Overall Head
	Mr. Mahesh Sanil
	Executive Director
	0091 22 22624372
	maheshsanil@wooltexpro.com

	 
	Mr. A.P. Deshpande
	Senior Secretary
	0091 22 22624372
	apdeshpande@wooltexpro.com

	
	Mr. E.V. Sasidharan
	Assistant Secretary
	0091 22 22624372
	sashidharan@wooltexpro.com

	Regional Office
	Mr. Pankaj Hargobind
	Office Incharge
	Mobile: 09888015536
	pankaj@wooltexpro.com


	


How to obtain membership of the Council? 

Any person willing to venture into exports of woollen items  can become  member of the Council. The prospective members are required to submit application as per the prescribed application from which can be availed from Head Office (Mumbai) free of cost. 

The Registration-cum-Membership (RCMC)  can be obtained either as a ‘Manufacturer-Exporter or Merchant Exporter  depending on fulfillment of requirement. While submitting application the category of obtaining membership is required to be mentioned.

What are the documents required for obtaining membership?
a) The prescribed membership application form of the Council.

b) Copy of Import Export Code No.

c) A certificate from the bank in support of the applicant’s financial soundness.

d) Certificate of Chartered Accountant certifying the export figures 
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What are fees for membership?

	Sr.

No.
	Products
	Entrance

Fee 

(Rs.)
	Annual Subscription (Rs.

	a)
	Wool top/blended tops exporter
	1,000.00
	5,000.00

	b)
	Woollen/worsted/semi-worsted/shoddy/ blended yarn exporter
	“
	5,000.00

	c)
	Woollen/worsted/shoddy/blended fabric exporter
	“
	5,000.00

	d)
	Woollen handloom woven textile exporter
	“
	5,000.00

	e)
	Woollen/worsted shawl/stoles/scarves/mufflers exporter
	“
	2,000.00

	f)
	Woollen/shoddy blanket exporter
	“
	2,500.00

	g)
	Hair belting exporter
	“
	2,000.00

	h)
	Felt exporter
	“
	2,000.00

	i)
	Machine-made carpet exporter
	“
	5,000.00

	j)
	Raw wool exporter
	“
	2,000.00

	k)
	Merchant exporter
	“
	2,500.00

	l)
	Associate Member
	“
	2,000.00

	m)
	Registered textile exporter
	“
	2,000.00


What are the products covered by the Council?
Wool tops, woollen/worsted/shoddy yarn, woollen and worsted fabrics, shawls, tweeds, blazers, upholstery, furnishing fabrics, woollen and acrylic mink blankets, woollen felts, machine-made carpets and woollen readymade garments.

Do I have to renew membership every year?
The Registration Certificate will be valid for a period of five years, subject to the continuation of membership of the Council, ending on 31st March of the licensing year. The membership renewal fee is payable at the beginning of each financial year, i.e. from 1st April.  The Certificate shall be deemed to be valid from 1st April of the licensing year, in which it was issued.

What are the objects of the Council?
i) To Promote and protect trade, commerce and industries of India in woollen industry and allied industries and trades.

ii) To aid, stimulate  and promote the development of the Trade, Commerce and industries in India or any part thereof in woollen industry and allied industries and trades.

iii) To promote, develop, encourage, support, maintain and increase the exports of the products and bye-products of woollen industry and allied industries, to assist in the earning and/or conservation of foreign exchange and to take all measures considered necessary therefor.

iv) To defuse useful  information /knowledge relating to the latest  developments and innovations in the industry (both in India and abroad), including statistics and other fund of information by way of setting up of website/s for the effective use by the members, industry and the Government agencies.

v) To offer professional advice to their members in areas such as technology upgradation, quality and design improvements, standards and specifications, product development, innovation, etc.
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vi) To support, protect, maintain, increase exports of all types of wool products and woollen manufacturer, excluding woollen and acrylic knitwear by such methods as may be necessary or expedient and without prejudice to the generality of the premises by:

a) Undertaking market studies in individual foreign countries regularly as well as on adhoc basis.
b) To organize visits of delegations of its members abroad to explore overseas market opportunities.
c) Appointing representatives, agents or correspondents in foreign markets for the purpose of continuously and regularly reporting the prices, market preferences, reception accorded to actual deliveries of wool and woollen manufacturers and other connected matters.

d) Conducting propaganda regularly and continuously so as to bring to the notice of the dealers and the public in foreign countries and advantages of trade and commerce with India in wool and woollen products.

e) To build a statistical base and provide data on the exports and imports of the country, exports and imports of their members, as well as other relevant international trade data.

f) Propagating information useful to the manufacturer and trader in wool and woollens products by lectures discussions, books, correspondence or otherwise.

g) Laying down standards of quality and packing in respect of wool and woollen products intended for export.

h) Deputing the officers of the Council to witness the survey of wool and woollen product exported or intended for export in foreign countries or in India as a result of any dispute or difference between the parties to a contract for sale and purchase of wool and woollen products.

i) Making recommendations as may be necessary or expedient to Government and public bodies like Chambers of Commerce where the Forum on investigation of a complaint received by it is satisfied about its genuiness and is convinced that it has been caused by the willful or negligent acts of the manufacturer or exporter of the manufacturers, as the case may be.

j) Acting as arbitrators or nominating arbitrators or valuers in the settlement of disputes and differences arising out of the transactions relating to the exports of wool and woollen products between parties who agree to refer their disputes to the Council and 

k) Communicating with Chambers of Commerce and other Mercantile and Public Bodies throughout India and abroad including IWTO and promote measures for the protection and advancement of the export of wool and woollen products.
vii) To undertake all export promotion measures, particularly, to  undertake market research, quota distribution and allocation and to undertake marketing in individual foreign markets, to send trade delegations and missions to foreign countries as well as to survey export potential of wool and woollen products from India.

viii) To conduct propaganda and publicity regularly and continuously so as to bring to the notice of the importers and the public in foreign countries the advantages of trade and commerce with India and to create a liking for the various types of markets for the purpose of continuously and regularly reporting to manufacturers, traders and exporters of wool and woollen products.
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ix) To obtain from members of the Council and to prepare for the Council as a whole, action plans for promotion of exports, development of export markets, generation of production for exports, setting of export targets, generally and in relation to specific countries and commodities on an annual basis and for such medium and long term as may be considered desirable and to ensure/undertake execution of such plans.
x) To enunciate just and equitable principles to govern the export trade in wool and woollen products and to set up a code or codes of practices for the general guidance of exporters and manufacturers and further to simplify transactions relating to the export of wool and woollen products.

xi) To keep in constant communication with Chambers of Commerce and other Mercantile and Public Bodies throughout the world with a view to taking appropriate and necessary measures for maintaining or increasing the export of wool and woollen products.

xii) To advise or represent to Government, local authorities and public bodies on the policies adopted by them in relation to their effect on Industry or Commerce and other measures including direct and indirect taxation in so far as such policies or measures have a bearing directly or otherwise on the export of wool and woollen products.

xiii) To purchase, hire or otherwise acquire and maintain suitable building, apartments, furniture and other fitting in any country for the establishment of showrooms, export of other agencies for publicity for the purpose of achieving any of the objects for which the Council is established.

xiv) To establish and maintain museums, collections, libraries and compilations of literature and to translate, compile, collect, publish, lend, purchase or sell any literature connected with the Trade and Commerce relating to wool and woollen products for general use of members.
xv) To prepare, edit, print, publish, design issue, acquire and circulate books, papers, periodicals, gazette, circulars and other literature treating or bearing upon industry, trade or commerce pertaining to wool and woollen products.

xvi) To acquire, purchase or take on lease lands, buildings, or other movable or immovable property which the Council may form time to time deem it necessary to acquire purchase or take on lease.

xvii) To sell, improve, manage, develop, exchange, loan sub-let, mortgage, dispose of, turn to account or otherwise deal with all or any part of the property of the council.

xviii) To enter into contracts.

xix) To draw, make, accept, endorse, discount and execute negotiable instruments.

xx) To subscribe, become a member of or otherwise, co-operate with any other body whose objects all together or in part similar to those of the Council.

xxi) To closely liaison with all agencies looking after production of wool and woollen products in India so as to increase production of various commodities having export potential.

xxii) To concern themselves with planning for export production and study the necessary data inputs relevant to production, such as raw materials, technology, etc. to suggest measures for upgrading technology in the respective fields, wherever considered necessary.
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xxiii) To do all such other acts as may be conducive for the maintenance and increase of the export and trade and commerce in wool and woollen products.

xxiv) To obtain from members of the Council and to prepare for the Council as a whole, action plans for promotion of exports, development of export markets, generation of production for exports, setting of export targets generally and in relation to specific countries and commodities on an annual basis and for such medium and longer terms as may be considered desirable and to ensure/undertake execution of such plans.
Provided that the Council shall not support or impose any regulations or restrictions which if any object of the Council would make it a trade union.

xxv) The income and property of the Council whensoever derived shall be applied solely towards the promotion of the objects of the Council as set forth in this Memorandum and no portion thereof shall be paid or transferred directly by way of dividend or loan or otherwise.
What are the different schemes for textile  sector? 
TUFS -The Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS), which was introduced on 01.04.1999, has helped overcome technological obsolescence, change from quantitatively restricted textiles trade to market-driven global merchandise and create economies of scale and increased the flow of investment in this sector.

The Scheme has been continued in a modified form with effect from 1.4.2007 and now it will provide 5% interest reimbursement plus 10% capital subsidy for specified machinery required in manufacture of technical textiles and garmenting machineries and will continue to provide 5% interest reimbursement plus 10% capital subsidy for specified processing machinery.

Duty Drawback- Various schemes like EOU, SEZ, DEEC, manufacture under bond etc. are available to obtain inputs without payment of customs duty/excise duty or obtain refund of duty paid on inputs. In case of Central Excise, Manufacturers can avail Cenvat credit of duty paid on inputs and utilise the same for payment of duty on other goods sold in India, or they can obtain refund. Schemes like manufacture under bond are also available for customs. Manufacturers or processors who are unable to avail any of these schemes can avail 'duty drawback'. Here, the excise duty and customs duty paid on inputs is refunded to the exporter of finished product by way of 'duty drawback'. duty drawback under section 75 is granted when imported materials are used in the manufacture of goods which are then exported, while duty drawback under section 74 is applicable when imported goods are re-exported as it is and article is easily identifiable. The drawback rates for woollen textile  items are available at www.wooltexpro.com.
The cluster development programme, SITPS and apparel parks have been some of the schemes devised over the last few years for the sector.

Technology Mission on Cotton, Jute and technical textiles has been some of the other initiatives for product development.

The Duty Entitlement Pass Book Scheme provides to neutralise the incidence of basic customs duty on the import content of export product. This is provided by way of grant of duty credit against the export product at specified rates. The DEPB allows import of any items except the items which are otherwise restricted for imports

EPCG Scheme

Export Promotion Capital Goods (EPCG) Scheme, gives the manufacturer facility for Import of capital goods for export production at concessional rate of duty (5 per cent) against certain level of export obligation over a period of time.
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Apparel Park?

Government of India has launched "Apparel Park for Exports" scheme for imparting focused thrust for setting up of apparel manufacturing units of international standards at potential growth centers. The Apparel Parks for Exports Scheme has come into operation w.e.f. 23.3.2002.
Advance authorization

An Advance Authorization is issued to allow duty free import of inputs, which are physically incorporated in export product (making normal allowance for wastage).
Advance Authorisation can be issued for:- 
Physical Exports 
Intermediate Supplies 
Deemed Exports


For more details of the above mentioned schemes please visit the following websites: 
www.commerce.nic.in/http://www.txcindia.com
How does WOOLTEXPRO  help in export promotion?
Market Development Assistance:  As per MDA guidelines, any exporter who is a member of WOOLTEXPRO with atleast 12 months of membership and export turnover of the company less than 15 crores rupees in the preceding financial year can avail the MDA grant for participating in overseas trade fairs. 
Market Access Initiative (MAI) Scheme:  As per Market Access Initiative, we can hold fairs/India Trade festivals/reverse Buyer-Seller Meets/warehousing facility in foreign countries as per the stipulated guidelines of the Ministry of Commerce.  

Invite Australian Wool Innovation(AWI)/Australian Wool Testing Authority (AWTA)/International Wool Textile Organisation (IWTO) and hold seminars in different states/countries  as well as take part in programmes for betterment of the wool industry.
